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DESIGN FOR SUSTAINABILITY. STATE OF THE ART IN BRAZILIAN
UNDERGRADUATE COURSES OF THE TERRITORY

O modelo desenvolvimentista vinculado a producao industrial foi responsavel em dois
séculos por uma expressiva reducao de muitos recursos nao renovaveis. A ideia de

que o design, enquanto campo de conhecimento, é participe notavel deste contexto se
apresenta ao menos desde a década de 70 e foi corroborada por importantes autores
como Victor Papanek, Gui Bonsiepe, Ezio Manzini, Michael Braungart e Janis Birkeland. Ao
encontro desse conceito, estudos da World Design Organization (WDO) mostram que
cerca de 80% dos custos ambientais de um produto, servico ou sistema sao gerados

na fase de projeto. Com base nessas questdes, a presente pesquisa procura apresentar
uma compreensao da abordagem do ensino de design para a sustentabilidade em cursos
brasileiros de graduacao da area. A partir de um conjunto de dados obtidos em documentos
oficiais publicos das Instituicoes de Ensino Superior (IES) pesquisadas no Brasil e na
Europa, além de um levantamento bibliografico de publica¢des cientificas contemporaneas
relevantes, este artigo utiliza ferramentas de analise de discurso para mapear a recorréncia
e articulacao entre os documentos. Os resultados apresentam o estado da arte da
educacao em design para a sustentabilidade no Brasil em comparacao com as instituicoes
educacionais europeias e a agenda da comunidade cientifica.

During two centuries the development model based on industrial production was responsible
for a significant reduction of many non-renewable resources. The idea of design as a field of
knowledge has been a notable participant of this context which started in the 1970s and since
that it has been corroborated by some leading authors, such as Victor Papanek, Gui Bonsiepe,
Ezio Manzini, Michael Braungart and Janis Birkeland. Along with this concept, studies from

the World Design Organization (WDO) indicates that about 80% of the environmental costs of
a product, service or system is generated in the design phase. It clarifies the importance of
inserting this theme in the field of design in both academic and professional spheres. Based on
that fact, this research aims to bring an understanding of the approach of teaching design for
sustainability in Brazilian undergraduate courses. From a set of data obtained in public official
documents from the Institutes of Higher Education (HEI) researched in Brazil and in Europe,
together with a bibliographical survey of relevant contemporary publications, this paper uses
content analysis tools to map out the recurrence and articulation among those documents. The
results present the state of the art of design education for sustainability in Brazil in comparison
to European educational institutions and the scientific community agenda.
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