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Letreiramentos da Liberdade: um método para identificacao
de caracteres em inscricoes japonesas no espaco urbano

Eduardo Aradjo de Avila, Priscila Lena Farias

Liberdade; escrita japonesa; caracteres; procedimentos
metodolégicos; letreiramento

Este estudo examina métodos e técnicas para selecdo, tratamento

e andlise de dados referentes a parte do corpus de uma pesquisa
sobre a caracterizacdo do bairro oriental da Liberdade em Sao
Paulo, composto por inscricdes contendo caracteres dos sistemas

de escrita japoneses kana e kanji encontradas no espaco publico. A
partir do procedimento de pesquisa documental, foram consideradas
fontes de dados primarios fotografias registradas no local a partir
da década de 1940, encontradas em acervos digitais de acesso
gratuito pertencentes a instituicdes culturais e museus. As pesquisas
de D'Elboux (2013), Finizola (2015) e Farias (2016) serviram de
referéncia quanto aos procedimentos metodoldgicos. Como parte

do processo de andlise grafica, trechos das imagens contendo
inscricdes foram recortados e receberam o tratamento necessario
para a observacado de aspectos estéticos e morfoldgicos. Diferentes
métodos para analisar as amostras resultantes foram considerados,
tais como descrever os elementos das inscricdes e o tracado dos
caracteres; e categorizar as inscricdes de acordo com as definicdes
(tipografia arquitetbnica, artistica, comercial, entre outras) que
correspondem a andlise da paisagem tipografica. Entretanto, durante
o tratamento de dados, foram encontradas limitacdes técnicas que
dificultavam a compreensdo de algumas inscricdes, decorrentes da
baixa qualidade de resolucdo das imagens. A solucao encontrada foi
realizar busca por anuncios publicados pelas empresas responsaveis
pelas inscricdes em jornais do mesmo periodo. Desta forma, os
caracteres presentes em 28 das 69 inscricdes que fazem parte do
corpus puderam ser identificados.
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Fig. 1 Comparacdo dos caracteres japoneses no letreiro e no anuncio de
jornal da empresa G. Kuniy Shoten. | Comparison of the Japanese characters
in G. Kuniy Shéten sign and newspaper ad.

Letterings of Liberdade: a method for identifying characters
in Japanese inscriptions in the urban space

Eduardo Aradjo de Avila, Priscila Lena Farias
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This study examines methods and techniques for the selection,
treatment and analysis of data relative to part of the corpus of

a research on the characterization of the Japanese district of
Liberdade in Sdo Paulo, consisting of inscriptions containing
characters from Japanese writing systems kana and kanji, found

in the public space. From documentary research procedures,
photographs registered in the locality from the 1940s onwards, found
in free access digital archives belonging to cultural institutions and
museums, were considered as primary data sources. Investigations
conducted by D'Elboux (2013), Finizola (2015) and Farias (2016)
served as a reference for methodological procedures. As part

of the graphic analysis process, parts of the images containing
inscriptions were cropped and received the necessary treatment for
the observation of aesthetic and morphological aspects. Different
methods were considered for analyzing the resulting samples, such
as the description of the inscription elements and characters strokes;
and categorization of inscriptions according to the definitions



(architectonic, artistic, commercial typography, among others) that
correspond to the analysis of typographic landscapes. However,
during data treatment, technical limitations that hindered the
understanding of some inscriptions, arising from the low resolution
of the images, were found. The solution found was to search for
advertisements published by the companies responsible for the
inscriptions in newspapers of the same period. Thus, characters
present in 28 of the 69 inscriptions that are part of the corpus could
be identified.
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