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The doctoral research studies objects that emerged in precarious 
situations and that are not part of a consumer market established 
by the dominant economic system, created by people located on 
the margins of industrial production consumption, to cover their 
daily needs in Northeast Brazil during 1950 and 1970 and in Cuba 
during the 1990s. Three concepts help to understand these artifacts; 
pre-artisanship (Bo Bardi 1994), pre-design (Magalhães 1997) and 
technological disobedience (Oroza 2009). The research is structured 
by three interrelated pillars which will be approached from an 
interdisciplinary interpretative methodology: the context in which the 
artifacts appear, the discourse that explains them, and the artifact 
itself. Thus, the methods of analysis were composed mainly from the 
theoretical framework of the studies of material culture and design. 
It is understood that the study of the object demands a broader 
perspective than its interpretation as a simple tool, being important 
to look at creativity, contexts and cultural meanings. The procedures 
for data collection include research in archives, often initiated in 
digital collections, localization of objects and texts, selection of 
material for their study in a face-to-face visit, direct observation 
of the object or through photographs, cataloguing of the material, 
and the selection of properties to be analyzed in the objects such as 
morphology, functions and symbolic characteristics of the objects. 
As there is no method of interpretation about the phenomenon 
studied that is totally comprehensive and adequate to the objectives 
and approach of this thesis, we emphasize the importance of 
composing procedures of analysis and data collection that help us to 
develop criteria for interpretation.
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