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The study on color image of Shakespeare’s
Measure for Measure costume design

Yi-Meei Wang / Tung-Jung Sung / National Taiwan University of Science and Technology /
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Abstract

Colors of costumes clearly reveal social status of roles, dramatic function, and intricate relation-
ships among other roles. This study used Saussure’s principle of binary opposition and symbol
theory to investigate how to use “binary opposition” and “color image” to shape the roles and
characters in Shakespeare’s “Measure for Measure,” outline the original meanings of the play
“Measure for Measure” using costume color contrast and black-and-white dialectic, and convey
the second meanings of internal social, moral, and conceptual values of roles. It is hoped that
the research results can be provided as reference for future interpretation of Shakespeare’s

play.
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