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Percival Lafer

DESIGN E SOCIEDADE PROJETO E INDUSTRIALIZAQAO

MODERNISMO, MOBILIDADE

A presente pesquisa € pensada a partir do levantamento da iconografia
disponivel referente a obra do designer modernista Percival Lafer. Este
processo lancou bases para o estudo da producao de Lafer durante sua
trajetoria profissional e artistica, bem como para analise acerca de sua
recepcao e influéncia no design moderno brasileiro.

O enfoque parte da contextualizagao do trabalho de Percival, em
termos histérico-sociais e referenciais estéticos. A pesquisa divide-se
em quatro partes que possibilitaram a reuniao do conteddo necessario e
sua posterior critica.

O levantamento do material de registro dos objetos, idealizados
e produzidos pelo arquiteto, incluiu além da eleicao de fotografias e
projetos disponiveis, a compreensao do percurso tomado por Lafer em
sua atuacao como designer na producao em escala industrial. A partir,
entao, deste primeiro contato e diagndstico critico, identificaram-se
os pilares orientadores da criagao de Lafer, o que reforcou a percepcao
da forte pauta colocada pela opcao industrial no desenvolvimento do
projeto. Por meio do discernimento desse raciocinio, foram criadas
categorias, a partir das solucdes de desenho adotadas pelo arquiteto,
que possibilitassem a teorizacao critica de sua obra. Por ultimo,
colocando-se sua producao em contexto de época, fez-se entao notar a
especificidade da producao de Lafer, podendo ele ser considerado uma
excegao em meio a seus contemporaneos. A compreensao do carater
desviante da producao do designer possibilita um certo olhar sobre as
questoes do moderno e sua faléncia, bem como o entendimento critico
da construg¢ao do campo do Design, como o conhecemos hoje, no
cenario brasileiro.
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The present research was organized from the gathering of the available
iconography referring to the work of the modernist designer Percival
Lafer. This process laid foundations to a study of Lafer's production
during his professional career, as well for an analysis around its reception
and influence on the Brazilian Modern design. The focus given to the
study departed from the contextualization of Percival's work, both in
social-historical terms as well as of aesthetics references. The research
was divided, therefore, in four parts, which enabled the gathering of the
necessary contents and critical treatment.

The identification of the register material of the objects, idealized
by the architect, has included a selection of available photographs and
projects, but, above all, it focused to understand the path taken by Lafer
in his professional performance as a designer, showed to be directly
connected to the choice of an industrial scale production form. Ever
since this first contact and critical diagnosis, the cornerstones of Lafer's
creation process were identified, something which has reinforced the
perception of the strong agenda posed by the industrial option in the
development of his projects. In a different moment, categories were
created, from the formal solutions adopted by the architect, which
allowed the construction of a critical theorization of Lafer's work as a
designer. At last, locating his production whitin the context of its period, it
was noted the specificity of Lafer's production, and he may be considered
as an exception amongst his contemporaries. The comprehension of the
deviant character of the designer's production turns possible a certain
look over key issues regarding the modern project and its failure, as well
as a critical understanding of the construction of the Design field, as we
know it today, in the Brazilian scenario. A
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